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High school participants may earn academic credit through 
top-ranked Tulane University while studying abroad with 
CIEE. Tulane serves as the official CIEE School of Record for 
our Global Navigator Language & Culture summer abroad 
programs. A School of Record is fully accredited and able to 
evaluate, document, and award credits for courses taken at 
non-U.S. accredited institutions.

About the CIEE-Tulane Affiliation 
Tulane University is a longtime member of CIEE’s Academic 
Consortium, a group of more than 340 accredited U.S. colleges 
and universities that provide advice and oversight in developing 
and ensuring the program quality for CIEE’s 286 college 
study abroad programs offered in over 40 countries and 60 
international cities.

Tulane is fully accredited by the Commission on Colleges of 
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, and by 
many other leading academic organizations in the areas of 
engineering and technology, architecture, public health, and 
business.

How It Works
College credits may be used to apply toward a student’s future 
college degree, to demonstrate their ability to do college-level 
work, or to test out of a language level in college. Interested 
high school students should follow these steps:

 1.  Pick their favorite Global Navigator Language & Culture 
summer abroad program and elect the “college credit” 
option in their completed application.

 2.  Pay the $150 non-refundable transcript fee to CIEE and 
sign the School of Record waiver by April 12.

 4.  CIEE/Tulane will award official transcripts at the end of the 
program. (All grades are transferred to Tulane University).

 5.  Students submit the official transcripts to their college 
of choice. (College credit transfers are contingent upon 
the policies of the college in which you enroll. While not 
guaranteed, the CIEE/Tulane transcript is considered fully 
accredited.) 

TURN YOUR SUMMER ABROAD 
INTO COLLEGE CREDITS 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDY ABROAD
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FAQ

1.  What is the advantage of selecting this option? 

    College credit means that you’ll have a competitive edge 
when transitioning to college or university. Undergraduate 
credits can cost between $200 and $2,000 depending on 
the institution, so being able to get 4 credits before you 
even begin university could save you a lot of money. It may 
also mean that you’ll be able to meet language prerequisites 
or get a head start towards a language minor.

    CIEE cannot guarantee that credits will be granted by the 
university that you eventually attend. It is ultimately up to 
the school’s policies and discretion. Be assured that Tulane 
is an excellent, well-respected U.S. university.

2.  What is the cost if I choose to take advantage of 
this  option?

    The cost to receive a transcript for your Language & 
Culture program is $150 and the fee is due April 12. If 
you elect the credit option, the $150 fee will be added to 
your billing statement within 10 business days of enrolling 
in the college credit option. After the deadline, the fee is 
nonrefundable. Global Navigator Scholarships do not cover 
this fee.

3.  How do I indicate that I want to add this option to 
my program?

      Complete the College Credit Option Task.  
Select ‘YES’ that you would like to receive college credit.

      Gather a Copy of Your Transcript.  
We will need to verify your GPA meets the eligibility 
requirements of a 2.5 for this option.

      Complete the College Credit Options Forms Task.  
Download the forms and review and sign with your 
parent/ guardian. Reach out to your school to get a copy 
of your most recent high school transcript. Then upload 
the signed forms and a copy of your transcript to your 
CIEE account. Note: these can’t be digital signatures; be 
sure to sign with  pen!

      Pay the Confirmation Fee.  
Once all other steps are completed, you will have to pay 
a $150 fee online by credit card or by mailing a check. 
Payment must be received by the deadline or we will not 
be able to enroll you in the College Credit Option.

4.  Why do my parents/guardians and I need to sign 
the waiver for Tulane University?

    You have trusted your personal information to CIEE. 
This document gives Tulane the permission to use your 
personal data (name, date of birth, address, high school) 
to generate a transcript for you. If this document is not 
printed, signed, and uploaded, you will not receive a 
transcript.

5.  Will I have more work to complete while I’m on 
the program or will the program be more difficult 
if I select this option?

    No. The program and coursework will be the same 
whether or not you choose to receive college credit, and 
all students will receive a grade at the end of the program. 
The difference is that the grade will be documented in an 
official, permanent transcript from Tulane University and it 
may be used to request credit or possibly place out of, or 
advance in, a language requirement when you transition to 
a college or university.

6.  May I opt out of this option once the 
program  begins?

    You will have the option to drop the credit option during 
the first week of the program (up until the 5th day of 
language classes). If you drop during this time you will not 
receive a transcript. Please note that the $150 transcript fee 
is nonrefundable even if you drop the credit option during 
the first week.

    If you drop the college credit option during the second 
week of the program (up until the 10th day of language 
classes). You will receive a transcript indicating that you 
have withdrawn (W) from the course. To withdraw from 
the college credit option, you must provide notice to CIEE 
in writing.

    From the 11th day of language class to the end of the 
program, the withdraw/drop period has ended and a 
transcript will be generated for you with the grade received 
for the course (A-F).

    In the event that you do not complete the program and 
leave the program location for any reason, you will not 
receive a transcript.
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7.   What happens if I fail the course?

    Students who fail the course will receive a transcript 
with a grade of F. Please be aware that you may be legally 
obligated to share this transcript with college admissions 
offices regardless of the grade you received on the course.

8.  When will I receive my transcript? What will it 
look  like?

    Transcripts will be sent directly from Tulane University no 
later than December 31st. The mailing will contain two 
official transcripts. Each will be sealed in an individual 
envelope. In order for transcripts to be considered official, 
they must remain unopened.

9.  How do I use the official transcript?

    The official, sealed transcript may be provided to any 
institution as documentation of coursework performed at 
the college level. This will help you advance in your language 
curriculum so as not to repeat course work or to enter a 
course at a higher level. CIEE and Tulane University do not 
guarantee that a future institution will accept this academic 
credit; whether credit is accepted will be determined by 
your future institution and its  policies.

10.  May I request additional transcripts at a  
later date?

   Yes. If you require additional transcripts in the future (for 
example, a graduate school or job application), you may 
request them directly from Tulane University’s Office of 
the Registrar. There is a fee for each transcript. In order 
for Tulane to be able to generate the transcripts, they will 
need you to provide your Tulane ID, which will be sent to 
you in a letter that will accompany your official transcripts. 
Be sure to store this letter in a safe location, once you 
receive it!

11.  I didn’t sign up for the College Credit Option 
when I applied. Is it too late to change my mind!?

   You can sign up for the college credit option any time up 
until the mid April deadline. If you would like to sign up, 
please email us at hssummerabroad@ciee.org and we 
can reopen the task in your account. Unfortunately, we 
can’t enroll any additional students in this option after the 
deadline has passed.

   If you have any other questions, please don’t hesitate 
to reach out to us at hssummerabroad@ciee.org. We’re 
looking forward to having you join us this summer!


