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Sevilla, Spain: The Adventure of a Lifetime

Once upon a time, there was a beautiful girl who studied Business and Spanish at Indiana University Bloomington.  She wanted to combine her passion for the two and see parts of the world she had only dreamt about.  Thus, she searched for an adventure to enhance her college experience and make her a more well-rounded and worldly person.  Her search for something new, led her to the Office of Overseas Study where she found a treasure trove full of opportunities.  She researched and analyzed all her options and finally found the study abroad experience that was right for her:  CIEE 2010 Summer Internship in Sevilla, Spain.
Oh the joy and excitement the beautiful girl felt as she prepared for her journey.  It was not all easy as she had much shopping and packing to do, as well as many forms to turn in and a grueling online placement test in Spanish. Additionally, she had to face the heartbreaking task of saying goodbye to her family for two months as she went over 4,000 miles away overseas to explore things unheard of.  But as she sat at the Iberia Airlines gate at O’Hare international Airport she knew it was all worth it, however only the next two months would show her just how much.
As she embarked on her adventure to Spain she had no idea the things she would see, people she would meet, and the experiences she would have—each significant in their own way.  In addition to exploring Sevilla, meeting a great friend in the offices of CIEE who taught her that “Betis” was not so “Real”, obtaining an awesome internship doing something she loved, and having quite possibly the best host family with central air conditioning and tons of closet space, the beautiful girl was also able to travel and see other parts of the world.  One such place, she fondly nicknamed “The Mother Land”.
The trip to Morocco, Africa, was something the beautiful girl highly anticipated; however it turned out to be not what she imagined Africa to be like, though she was by no means disappointed.  In Morocco she visited 3 cities, with Chef-Chaouen being her favorite as it was situated in the mountains, painted beautiful shades of blue, and reflected the natural beauty that Morocco had to offer.  Additionally, the beautiful girl had the opportunity to ride a camel and manage to not be spat on.  Oh how she enjoyed that!  She was welcomed by the Moroccans, not only because of her vivacious personality, but also because of the color of her skin—which was beautiful in their eyes.  She especially made friends with their guide (who referred to her as his blood sister) and also Moroccan students in Tangier who spoke more languages than she could ever imagine attempting to learn and some of whom she is still in contact with to this day via Facebook.  Last but not least, she was able to experience the Moroccan culture by visiting several businesses--seeing how they were trying to preserve their native crafts and also how big clothing stores outsourced to them.  Being the beautiful girl she was, she also had to indulge in shopping for herself and gifts for her family—to support the Moroccan economy of course!
All and all the beautiful girl would have to say that her adventure to Spain was a complete success and filled with delights.  She absorbed so much about the culture (exemplified most in her new style of dress) and even learned the language a bit, thanks to “friends” who pretended to only understand her if she regarded them in their native tongue.  This adventure was definitely one she would repeat and plans to do so soon…in the coming fall to be exact! 
The End
