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October 5, 2006
Dear Colleagues:

Here on the East Coast fall is beginning to make itself felt, and most of us are well-launched into the semester. It’s time for me once again to bring you up to date, as the CIEE Academic Voting Representative at your institution, on the past year’s activities of the Academic Consortium Board (ACB), which I chair. 
Election Process 

I am delighted to announce that William Davey, Arizona State University; David Fenner, University of Washington; and Joel Gallegos, University of North Carolina, Charlotte have been elected to the ACB for three-year terms. Kathleen McDermott, Columbia University and Susan Thompson, University of Nevada, Las Vegas were also elected to second three-year terms. William, David, and Joel will join the ACB following the fall 2006 ACB meeting at the CIEE Annual Conference in Seville, Spain. 
Paul DeYoung, Reed College, joined the ACB midway through the 2005-06 academic year due to the untimely death of Peter Wollitzer. 
Kathleen Sideli, Indiana University, also agreed to serve another two year term as Vice Chair. 

The membership roster of the ACB for 2006 is available here. 
The Nominating Committee (ACB Executive Committee and Lisa Donatelli, Rollins College) will meet at the CIEE Conference in Seville to begin the process for the 2008 ACB election. Please let me know if you or someone on your campus is interested in possible ACB membership. 

We will provide a proper thank you in Seville for our two departing ACB colleagues – Michael Monahan, Macalester College and John Sunnygard, University of Texas at Austin. Their insightful contributions at Board meetings, excellent program evaluation leadership, and on-going engagement with CIEE operations has been much appreciated by ACB colleagues and CIEE staff. 

Program Evaluation 

The ACB reviewed and approved a number of evaluation reports at the November 2005 and April 2006 meetings. You are invited to read full evaluation reports on the CIEE website. The CIEE Study Center programs that were evaluated during the academic year 2005-06 include:

Sydney, Australia

Wollongong, Australia
Monteverde, Costa Rica 

Santiago, Dominican Republic
Tokyo, Japan

Amsterdam, Netherlands
Khon Kaen, Thailand
Evaluations of St. Petersburg, Russia and Hyderabad, India are complete and the ACB will discuss the reports at the fall 2006 meeting in Seville.
The 2006-07 academic year marks the 10th anniversary of the ACB evaluation process of CIEE programs. Upcoming evaluations during 2006-07 include:
Perth, Australia

Bahia, Brazil

London, England

Paris, France - Critical Studies Program

Paris, France, Summer
Legon, Ghana

Barcelona, Spain, Summer
Transylvania, Summer
Ankara, Turkey

Program Monitoring

The ACB continues to monitor all programs on a yearly basis. This process involves working through all the written and tabulated materials available, and is designed to assure that no drift or crisis impedes the continued smooth operation of any program.  The monitoring process will be complete by the end of October. A statement of the monitoring process along with a list of which ACB members monitored which programs will be available on the CIEE website after the fall 2006 CIEE Annual Conference. ACB representatives will be happy to respond to their constituents if there are any questions about this process or about specific program issues. 

CIEE and the ACB owe special thanks to Kathleen McDermott for her work coordinating the evaluation and monitoring process.
Program Development

In addition to giving consent to a host of minor program improvements, the ACB this past academic year approved the following new CIEE Study Center offerings:

· Belgium, Brussels, Summer Program

· Brazil, São Paulo, Business and Culture Program, Escola de Administração de Empresas de São Paulo da Fundação Getúlio Vargas (FGV)

· Cambodia, Siem Reap, Summer Program

· China, Beijing, Central University of Nationalities, Semester Program
· Dominican Republic, Santiago, Service-Learning Program

· Ghana, Ashesi University, Semester Program 

· Ireland, Dublin, Summer Program

· Mexico, Guanajuato, January Term

· Netherlands, Amsterdam, Summer Program

· Peru, Lima, Language and Culture and Liberal Art Programs at the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Peru and Business and Society Program at the Universidad del Pacífico, Semester Programs

· South Africa, Stellenbosch University, Semester Program
· Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh City, Spring Semester Program

Details on these new programs are available in the CIEE program catalogs available either in print or on the CIEE website.

Communication Plan

As reported last year, the ACB continues to pursue individualized outreach to each CIEE Academic Consortium member institution during the 2006-07 academic year. This outreach takes various forms including phone conversations, e-mail exchanges, and in- person meetings. Our goal is to make sure that you have a chance to talk with a colleague who is knowledgeable about CIEE, and that we learn from you of any issues or unexplored possibilities that you observe.
We look forward to seeing you at the Annual Conference in Seville (have you considered visiting one of the program Open Houses in conjunction with the conference?) and look forward with pleasure to catching up with AC members.

With all good wishes for the new semester,

Jane Edwards

Associate Dean for International Affairs, Yale University
Chair, CIEE Academic Consortium Board
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