THE EXCHANGE STUDENT NEWSPAPER 07-08
GOOD TIMES (26 April 2007)
I was in the school, waiting for my class to start when my phone rang (ooooops). That was it! My change-a-life phone call. Those were the news I was waiting for (waiting seemed forever)! I did it! I did it! I have been chosen to participate in the exchange student program! I started screaming and crying because I was so happy and excited. It’s funny how that day started as any other day, it seemed completely ordinary and actually that is the day I will never forget. That same ordinary day turned into one of the best days in my entire life.

IT’S TIME TO SAY GOODBYE (13 August 2007)
I finally packed all my staff. Gosh, that was funny. I end up sitting on my suitcases just trying to close them somehow. My sister kept telling me that they are going to explode somewhere on my way to America (lucky me, they didn’t). Part after that was the hardest one for me- time to say goodbye! For the first time in my life, I saw both of my grandpas crying. That was sad. I still remember how I told them “Better those be tears of happiness!” I tried not to cry, at least not in front of them. My parents and my sister dropped me off at hotel in Belgrade. I hugged them all and said “I love you all. See you soon.” Everyone gave me a kiss and left. My adventure started right there. 
MY JOURNEY BEGAN (14 August 2007)
I had my green shirt on, each suitcase in each of my hand, carry-on bag on my right shoulder and passport in my mouth- I was ready! Ready to go. ( From the airport to the airport, from plane to plane, from one seat to another seat, the fun has just started!!! All students that were chosen for this program met on our PDO (Pre-Departure Orientation) and since then we are all really close to each other.
Here are some pictures from our amazing and unforgettable trip!
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IVANA MEETS HER HOST FAMILY (15 August 2007)
That was it- Oklahoma. My host family was waiting for me at the airport. I remember like it was yesterday. It was really awkward. There they were-standing. There I was- standing. They- looking at me. I- staring back at them. “Hello” I said. “You are Ivana, right?” they replied. Here comes a whole in my memory. I seriously don’t remember what happened. The next thing I know- I’m at their house, I mean my new house. We started to get to know each other better…

HERE COMES HOMESICKNESS (20 August 2007)
“That’s too early” I thought at first. But no, that was it. My first problems combined with homesickness. I didn’t really get along well with my family, so after two weeks being in America I’ve changed my family. This was also first day of my school. My school is so big that I seriously thought I will get lost even in the classroom or cafeteria. But, I like it no matter what. (
HI, MY NEW FAMILY (26 August 2007)
For the first time I was really happy in America. This time I had host sister which, I think, helped a lot to get over my little periods of homesickness. In first couple of weeks they took me to Muse concert in Texas, Frontier City (amusement park), Disney on Ice performance and lots of other interesting places.
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MEETING AMERICAN HOLIDAYS

31 October 2007
At home, this day is known only as the last day of October but in America, this is HALLOWEEN! We curved the pumpkins, put our masks on, filled our bags and competed who can eat more candies (actually the last thing isn’t really American tradition; it’s more like my sister’s). ( I promised my host sister that I’ll start to celebrate Halloween when I go back home. And guess what? I’ll keep my promise.
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22 November 2007

All-you-can-eat Day or as Americans call it- Thanksgiving Day. ( We had lunch with the rest of family and this was also the day when I met my all host relatives. I liked this day. I was thankful to be there, celebrating it with them.

25 December 2007
CHRISTMAS!!! Yey! We also had family lunch on this day and in the evening we were giving/receiving presents. I didn’t even know that Christmas is such a big deal here! At home, we just give it a little bit of attention, but nothing big. I’m one of those persons that like to celebrate everything and that just look for a reason to celebrate something, so this worked for me! ( 
31 January 2007
Well, everybody is familiar with this holiday. New Year!!! I LOVE IT! Here comes something interesting. In my country we prepare, buy clothes and plan where we are going to spend our New Year’s Eve weeks ahead and here… only couple of hours before. At least that’s how was with my host family. It was late afternoon when we decided to go to Flaming Lips concert in the capital and then to watch fireworks. I’m not gonna lie, I was little bit disappointed with their firework. My 11 yr old neighbor plays with more fascinating firework on his balcony. ( Still, that night was special for me. We played with huge balloons and we had lots of FUNNN! Pictures speak louder than words, so take a look!
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14 Valentine’s Day 2008
All we need is LOVE! ( I did celebrate this day before but this was the first time I actually bought presents for people and made little, cute cards & I went to school dance. This day was filled with love and happiness. Unfortunately, I don’t have any pictures. But believe me, it was incredibly fun and unusual day! (
23 March 2008
As usual, we had family lunch. We didn’t color any eggs as I would do at home. The week before this we traveled, so we were all tired and exhausted. Anyway, it was nice to see the whole family together after a long time.

MID-TERM GATHERING (23-25 February 2008)
All exchange students from Oklahoma whose organization is CIEE gathered in the capital city. We spent three days together having fun. Besides visiting museums and historical monuments (which surprisingly was also fun!) we played laser tag!! I never heard of it ‘til I came here, it’s really fun. You should try it! It’s like paintball, but you don’t get dirty. I really enjoyed being with other exchange students and sharing our thoughts, opinions and problems with each other because we all pretty much have the same problems- as homesickness. I already miss them. (
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TEACHING TIME (26 February 2008)
I gave a presentation about my home country in the lecture center of my school. I presented Serbia to more than 1,000 students. I’m really glad I got that opportunity because most of the people never heard of it before. I talked about my culture, our tradition, laws, religion and life in general. I knew I did decent job because lots of people stayed afterwards to ask me more questions. Their curiosity made me even more happy and proud of myself. Good job, me! (
VACATION- spring break (14-23 March 2008)
Finally, I got to this part. ( The most interesting one (at least to me). Road trip!!! We went from middle of Oklahoma to Grand Canyon then to Las Vegas where we stayed a couple of days and after that we went to Los Angeles and to Pacific Ocean!!! Grand Canyon is hugeee and fascinating, Vegas is entertaining and kinda looks all fake (but I mean that positively) while LA and Hollywood were beautiful! I was standing on Beverly Hills and saying to myself  “Hopefully, this is not a dream! If it is, don’t ever wake me up!!!” I just couldn’t believe that I actually have been to all the places I’ve wanted to visit since I was a little kid. My dream came true! I saw Canyon, Vegas and Hollywood. Oooops, and ocean also! I can’t believe I forgot to mention that. Ocean was so… oceany. Hahaha( It was beautiful, it’s just there’s nothing that could describe it as good as it looked. The beach we were on was really nice. It seemed like those amazing ones from the movies. While my host sister was taking picture of me in the ocean, two dolphins popped from nowhere!!!!!! That made my day better! I was so happy. I still am when I remember all the fun we had…
[image: image20.jpg]


[image: image21.jpg]


[image: image22.jpg]


[image: image23.jpg]


[image: image24.jpg]


[image: image25.jpg]



That’s all for now, folks. I hope you like it. (
Ivana Kalaba
