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Recently, Americans celebrated both Martin Luther King Jr. Day (January 14) and Presidents Day (February 21). Among many things celebrated on these days, both holidays celebrate the qualities of leadership and tolerance in US society.  We commemorate our leaders to remind us that in order for positive change to happen, in any society, tolerance and leadership are paramount.











CIEE Essay Contest





CIEE is posting this essay contest for CIEE Grants students. To participate, write a response to ONE of the following questions. Your response to the following questions should be no more than 2 typed single-spaced pages. Pictures that go along with your essay are always welcome.


Essay One 	In your time in the US, you have met many people in your school, community and state that are considered leaders. The personal growth you experience while you are here is partially the result of the support and knowledge these people have shared with you. Write about one person you have met in the US who you consider to be a leader. What have you learned from this person? What skills have he or she taught you and how will you use and build on these skills in the second half of the program? How will you use these skills when you return to your home country?


      -or-


Essay Two 	Abraham Joshua Heschel once said “the problem to be faced is: how to combine loyalty to one's own tradition with reverence for different traditions.” During the first half of your exchange in the US you have been faced with many new traditions, customs, people, ethnicities, etc. some of which you may have known or expected and others completely foreign to you.  Choose one difference that has affected you the most.  Discuss how you have dealt with this difference and you have grown from dealing with this difference. How will you use what you have learned from this experience in the second half of the program? Lastly, please touch on how what you have learned and shared will affect you once you return home? 


Three essays will be selected and the winners for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place essays will receive prize packs. The 1st place winner will be eligible to have their essay posted in CIEE’s publication “World News.” Essays are due March 15, 2006. You can mail your essay to the CIEE Boston office (please write Attention: Grants Team) or emailed it to � HYPERLINK "mailto:grants@ciee.org" �grants@ciee.org�. We look forward to reading your essays. Good luck.
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